
Welcome to Mandarin Chinese 2020-2021 
Teacher:  Caroline Pederson  CCHS room A12, ACP-E room M5 
Email:  Pederson.caroline@cusd80.com   
Website:  http://www.mychandlerschools.org/Domain/7356 
 
Course description:  This course features application of language skills in reading, writing, 

listening, and speaking.  You will learn new vocabulary and grammar to expand your usage of 

the language in interpersonal, interpretive and presentational situations.  You will continue to 

explore the culture of the countries in which Chinese is spoken. 

 

Learning Goals and Outcomes 
 
As students study the target language, they will improve in their ability to communicate in the 
target language as well as in their cultural competencies. Our goal by the end of the third year 
is to have all students performing at the intermediate mid proficiency level or beyond.  In 
addition to the cultural competencies that we will focus on, students will build proficiency in 
the target language in three modes of communication: interpersonal (person-to-person 
speaking and writing), interpretive (understanding what they read and hear in the target 
language), and presentational (“one-way” speaking and writing in the target language).  At the 
end of the semester, students will be able to: 

● Participate in conversations on familiar topics by using a series of sentences and a few 
connecting words. 

● Manage short social interactions in everyday situations by asking and answering a 
variety of questions. 

● Communicate about events and experiences of daily activities and personal life. 
● Understand the main idea in messages, presentations, and overheard conversations on 

a variety of topics related to everyday life, personal interests, and studies. 
● Understand the main idea of texts related to everyday life, personal interests, and 

studies. 
● Make simple presentations on a wide variety of familiar topics using connected 

sentences. 
● Write and share material about a variety of familiar topics using connected sentences. 
● Investigate and describe similarities and differences in practices, products, and 

perspectives used across cultures (e.g., holidays, family life, historical and contemporary 
figures) to understand one’s own and others’ ways of thinking. 

● Use appropriate language and behaviors while participating in familiar culturally 
authentic activities and situations (e.g., presentations, virtual activities, community 
celebrations, theatrical productions, concerts, interviews). 

● Access and interpret information in the target language on familiar topics and use it to 
reinforce and further knowledge in other content areas. 

● Explain and compare features of target language (e.g., language patterns, expressions, 
sentence structures) with his/her own language (as applicable). 
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● Compare and contrast familiar topics (e.g., geography, history, the arts) and discuss the 
impact on the target culture and one’s own culture (as applicable). 

● Use expanded vocabulary and structures in the target language to access and interact 
with different media and community resources within the school setting (and beyond, 
as applicable). 

● Use the target language to participate in activities for personal enjoyment and 
community involvement within the school setting (and beyond, as applicable). 

 

Office hours:  I will be available to answer student emails and questions from 7-7:30 am daily.  

 

Class times:  Per the school bell schedules, Casteel periods 1 and 2 will meet from 7:35-9:32 

every other day.  ACP periods 5 and 6 will meet from 1:30-2:15 every other day while online. 

See your school website for the block odd/ even days calendar.  

 

School supplies-  all students should have daily: 

Device with internet access and microphone at home (this can be a phone, tablet, or computer- 

phones and most tablets and newer laptops have built in microphones; desktops and older 

computers may need to plug in a microphone or headset).  

 

Spiral notebook for each semester OR section in binder with loose-leaf 
folder or pocket divider for binder to keep handouts 
pencils and erasers (mechanical or wood) 
black pen and one colored pen (blue, red OR green) for editing or annotating 
dry erase marker (thick or thin, any color) 
Not required, but donations appreciated: tissues 
 

Grading:  

Please track your grades weekly on Infinite Campus: https://campus.cusd80.com/  

Grades are NOT rounded up.  Letter grades are based on the following percentages:  

 

90% - 100% = A 

80% - 89% = B 

70% - 79% = C 

60% - 69% = D 

59% & below = F 

 

Semester grades are calculated as follows: 1st Quarter 40%  2nd Quarter 40%     Final Exam 20% 
 

Quarter grades will be calculated by using a combination of formative and summative 
assessments given throughout each quarter.  Each quarter, 40% of the grade will be 
derived from formative assessments, and 60% of the grade will be based on summative 
assessments.  These grade categories and the activities that correspond to them are 
designed to allow us to practice and assess student progress in each of the language 
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modalities:  reading, writing, speaking, listening as well as knowledge of the culture(s) 
associated with the language 
Formative (40%) 

Homework 10 
Participation and classwork 10  
Quizzes (min. 4) 20 
 

Summative (60%) 
Compositions  and writing projects 20  
Unit Test(s) 15 
Presentations, interviews and skits 25  

 
Homework and classwork  
We will do a variety of different reading, writing, speaking and listening activities 
throughout the quarter to practice the concepts and vocabulary that we are studying, 
and to increase our proficiency with the language.  Some of these activities will be 
assignments that are done in class and others will be assignments that students take 
home for homework.  Homework should be completed and turned in at the beginning of 
the class period in order to receive credit.  
 
Daily participation  
Since our classes are communicative in nature, it is important that student make an 
effort every day to use the target language in class.  Students’ daily participation will be 
assessed periodically throughout the quarter and will be based on their use of the target 
language, level of engagement (volunteering, answering questions, staying on task 
during in-class activities), listening to instructions, behavior and use of technology (using 
cell phones only for approved activities, using computers appropriately during classes) 
and for their preparedness (coming to class with required materials, completed 
homework or assignments).  
 

 
Quizzes  
Quizzes will generally be short in nature.  Quizzes may or may not be announced in 
advance.  
 

 

A student can fill out a retake petition to request to retake an assignment, available on the 

webpage.  It is at the teacher’s discretion whether this application is approved.  Students will be 

asked to submit all missing work from that unit, including ungraded homework or class 

assignments, prior to the retake attempt.  Retakes will be limited in number.  Retakes will not 

apply to unit exams or major projects.  

 



The purpose of every assignment is to help you learn Mandarin.  Not every assignment will be 
collected or graded.  It is in your best interest to complete every assignment on time to assure 
your in class activities are meaningful.  
 

Extra credit:  

Extra credit opportunities MAY be given by the teacher, but such opportunities will be initiated by the 
instructor (NEVER by student request), limited in number, and should not be expected, anticipated, or 
requested.  Students are encouraged to turn in all work on time, schedule tutoring, and retake 
assessments to raise their grades.  
 

Late work:  

Due dates for assignments are very important, so late work is not accepted beyond one day 

late.   Be sure to plan ahead for larger assignments so that last minute incidents do not keep 

you from completing your work!  Work that is a day late will be accepted at 50%; after that it 

will receive a zero.  Any late work, make up work or retakes must be submitted a week before 

the end of a grading or progress report period.  

 

Make up work:  

It is the responsibility of the STUDENT to seek and schedule make-up work INCLUDING tests 

and quizzes.  Any missed assessments must be made up within one week of the student’s 

return to school.  

 

Per district policy, please wait until student was been out or will be out three days before 

emailing the teacher or contacting the office to request makeup work from the teacher. 

Students have the same number of days they were absent to make up missed work for 

assignments assigned during their absence and due the next day.  

 

Missing school during a multi-day assignment does not extend the due date.  

Absent students do not receive an extension if they are absent during a long-term assignment; 

if students are absent the day a long-term project is due, they need to find some way of 

turning in the assignment when due (email, sending it with a classmate, submitting to the 

office); an absence on the due date of a major assignment (presentation, lab report, project, 

poster, paper, etc.) may not extend the due date of that assignment. Likewise, absences during 

the preparation of a major assignment may not extend the due date.  If an assignment is due on 

turnitin.com, it is due at that time even if the student is absent that day.  If a PowerPoint 

project/presentation is due, students need email a copy of the assignment to the teacher on 

the due date. 

 

Absences are limited to 10 class periods per semester.  Credit may be lost if absences exceed 

this number. There will be NO make-up quizzes, midterms, or finals unless the absence is 



officially excused. Students are expected to make up exams, tests and quizzes within ONE WEEK 

of their return. Failure to make up the exam in this time will result in a zero. 

 
Plagiarism and Cheating:  
Plagiarism is defined as presenting the work of another as one’s own. More than four 

consecutive words from a source other than the writer constitute plagiarism.  (This includes the 

use of online translators.) Copying another student’s class work or homework is considered 

cheating.  All work is to be completed independently unless otherwise stated in the assignment 

instructions.  Any student caught copying or allowing a student to copy from them will receive a 

zero.  Cheating may result in a referral to administration.  

 

Classroom Expectations: 

Respect classmates, teachers, and property.  

Engage in learning activities and give your best effort.  

Follow instructions given.  

Come to class on time and prepared to learn.  

 

Students are expected to follow all school wide rules and policies found in the student 

handbook, as well as classroom expectations.  

 

All school rules and policies apply in both the in person classroom and the online classroom. 

Please make sure that your behavior and language is appropriate for school in both contexts.  

 

 
Teacher specific policies:  

 

Cell phones, E-readers, music players, tablets, laptops and other portable electronics should 

remain off and unseen and unheard from bell to bell (or during online class times), or they will 

be placed on my desk for the remainder of the period and a warning will be issued.  Exceptions 

may be granted for academic use WITH teacher permission.   If permission is granted to use a 

phone for academic purposes, only the specified website or app should be accessed.  Students 

who use cellphones without permission will need to put their phones at the front of the room 

(Casteel) or may have their phone sent to the office for parent pickup (ACP).  Off topic use of 

electronics can also impact a student’s participation scores.  

 

Class preparation:  In order to be marked as present and on time to class, students should be in 

their assigned seats with all needed materials and started on the bell work when the bell rings.  

 



Students should remain seated and attentive/ working until the bell rings- it is inappropriate to 

pack up early or stand waiting for the bell.  

 

Students needing to use the restroom must correctly sign out.  Failure to correctly sign out, 

misbehavior while out, or excessive time out of room results in loss of sign out privileges.  

 

 

Consequences of not following expectations: 

For ordinary infractions, the following steps may be used: 

1. Brief warning to student:  verbal warning consisting of student name and/ or a request to stop 

the problem behavior or start an on-task behavior 

2. Conference with student:  Conference with student after class.  Prevention strategies such as a 

change of seating or behavior agreement may occur 

3. Parent contact and consequence:  Parents will be contacted by email or phone and student will 

be assigned a consequence such as missing passing time or lunch detention.  

4. 2nd conference with student:  Parents will again be contacted, a consequence assigned, and 

student will complete a behavior agreement form.  Parent Conference may occur.  

5. Referral to administrator 

Severe clause: any behavior that is extremely disruptive, threatening to school or individual 

safety, illegal, or otherwise warrants immediate attention will be immediately referred to 

administration, foregoing the steps above.   Consequences listed in the student handbook will 

be followed.  

 

Tardies: 
ACP Erie students will receive lunch detention for each tardy after their third.  Lunch detention 
may be served with security or within the department, by teacher assignment.  
Casteel:  1. warning 2. lunch detention referral and a parent contact 
3. referral, a parent phone call and 3 days lunch detention 4. referral, a parent phone call and 5 
days lunch detention 5. referral with 10 days lunch detention and parent phone call 
For each subsequent tardy, you will receive a referral, ISS and a parent contact  
 

The teacher reserves the right to update or change this syllabus at any time based on needs at 

the time.  


